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The Island Empire and Its People 


BY MISS NELLIE BENNETT. 


JAPAN, the Island Empire of the Pacific, lies 
before us in all its beauty. Sparkling water, 
wooded hills, waving rice fields—each makes 
its contribution to the fair scene. Japan, so 
lately come into the family of nations! Ja- 
pan, with its tiny dimensions, its dense popu- 
lation, its beauty of sea and sky and moun- 
tain, its darkness of ignorance! What does 
she need? What can we give? 

Darkness of ignorance! Japan ignorant? 
Has she not schools, colleges, universities? 
Is she not lighted with electricity? Are not 
her streets full of street cars and automo- 
biles? Is Japan ignorant of the wonderful 
discoveries and inventions of recent years? 
Does she not boast some of the most distin- 
guished men of the medical profession? Do 
not her army and navy keep step with the 
foremost? Has not her commerce entered 
all lands? Ignorant? Japan ignorant? 

Yes. Japan, walking in the noonday glare 
of scientific and commercial achievement and 
of intellectual attainment, is even now in 
need of light. Not yet has the Day-Star 
arisen in that land. Thousands still sit in 
darkness, in that densest, most horrible of all 
darkness—darkness that is full of the terror 
of the unknown, the darkness of uncertainty, 
the darkness that puts wrong values, the dark- 

ness that gives false ideals, that darkness which 
leads only to darker darkness. 

Japan has many schools, many business 


houses, Many battleships, but Japan has few 
churches. She has given her time, her 
strength, her thought, her wealth to make 
herself great; but, alas! Japan knows not the 
meaning of true greatness; she knows only 
what men call greatness. She does not know 
that wonderful constitution of the kingdom 
of heaven. (Matt. v. 7.) She knows ‘only the 
constitutions of the kingdoms of the earth. 

Above all things else, Japan knows not 
her need of a Saviour. She knows, not that 
she is naked and poor and blind and hath 
need of all these things. And since she is 
ignorant of her need, she seeks not that which 
alone can satisfy. 

_ And so we see them, the people of this 
beautiful Island Empire, a people having 
much, but lacking the one thing needful; a 
people eager to grasp all that will help and 
to cut off all that will hinder, but without 
the true standard of all values;-a people capa- 
ble of the greatest sacrifice, but without the 
great incentive to sacrifice, a people showing 
the blood of martyrs, but knowing not the 
meaning of those great words: ‘“‘For whoso- — 
ever will save his life shall lose it; but who- 
‘soever shall lose his life for my sake ani 
the gospel’s, the same shall save it.’’ ; 

Ig Japan ignorant? Is Japan needy? What 
does she need? Light, light, end yet more 
light—the light of the knowledge’ of God: 
the light of the name of Jesus: the light of 
the gospel of peace; the light that alone is 
light, even the Light of the World. ‘This is. 
Japan’s great need. There is only one thing” 
Japan needs of us. If we cannot lighten her . 
darkness, she can do very well without us. 

Young people of America, Japan’s young 
people are calling to you for help in this crit- 
ical hour. The world is open to them; a new 
day has dawned in Japan. New professions 
and business careers are open to girls as well 
as to boys. Japan is asking the girls and 
boys of Christian America to give her, sons 
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and daughters the light that will enable them 
to. see their way in the new paths opening 
so rapidly before them. Have we anything 
to give them? Shall we let them look to us 
in vain? ~ 

What means that long procession of nine 
million children hastening on to manhood 
and womanhood with never a hint of the 
Heavenly Father who so loved them that he 
gave his only-begotten Son that they might 
have eternal life? Nine million children beg- 
ging the youth of America to make it possi- 
ble that they may have the chance that we 
have had to know the true meaning of life! 
Nine million children begging for the’ Light! 
Nine million children, capable, eager, ambi- 
tious! Nine million children who to-morrow 
will be the mothers, statesmen, educators, 
and business men of Japan! Nine million 
children to grow to manhood and woman- 
hood with the materialistic ideals of unchris- 
tian Japan! Because we have been so lax in 
our duty those nine million children have 
never had a chance to hear the old, old 
story. Think of it—nine million children in 
Japan who have never yet come under the 
sound of the gospel! 

We must reach our share of those nine 
million children through the Sunday school 
and kindergarten, and we must be quick 
about it, or the Buddhist Sunday school and 
the government kindergarten will snatch them 
from us. Kindergartens and Sunday schools 
must be poured into Japan just as muni- 
tions of war must be poured into France. 
There’s a titanic struggle on there as well as 
in Europe, and we must see to it that men 
and money are not lacking. A Japanese Sun- 
day school can be run very well on two or 
three dollars per month, and there are enough 
children in Japan to fill as many Sunday 
schools as you will open. ; 

And the kindergartens—don’t forget them! 
Build them, build them everyynere-—il Kobe, 
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Osaka, Oita, where you will. There are plen- 
ty of children to fill them all. Give your mis- 
sionaries the means of reaching the little 
ones, and they will build the Church of to- 
morrow for you. Suitable buildings and suf- 
ficient grounds are necessary for the kinder- 
garten, for this school, as well as the higher 
ones, has government requirements to meet; 
but money thus invested will bring a golden 
interest. We cannot afford to dally. The 
days pass quickly, and these nine million chil- 
dren will soon be beyond our reach. The bat- 
tle is on to-day, and the Captain of our sal- 
vation is calling. Let him find no slackers. 


Woman’s Missionary Council, M. E. Church, South, 
810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn. 
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